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of interest. While insisting as strongly as possible
on the maintenance of the legal powers of the House
of Lords, he observed :

" It is perfectly obvious that this House, in point of
fact, has not for many years past interfered by
amendment with the finance of the year. The reason
why this House cannot do so is that it has not the
power of changing the executive Government, and to
reject a Finance Bill and leave the same executive
Government in its place means to create a deadlock
from which there is no escape. If the House of
Commons had rejected this Finance Bill during the
present month, there would no doubt have been con-
siderable inconvenience ; but at least another execu-
tive Government would have been provided, whose
duty it would have been to have suggested an alterna-
tive for making fresh provision for the year. But if
this House were to reject a Finance Bill or to amend
it so that the House of Commons would reject it,
as the same executive Government would remain in
office there would have been obviously the greatest
inconvenience in dealing with the public finances.
I do .not, therefore, in the least degree dispute the
necessity of the accepted practice that the House
should not, as a rule, interfere with the finance of
the year; but at the same time I think it very impor-
tant, in view of the changes which have come over
the constitution, the proceedings, and, I may add,
the authority of the House of Commons, that we
should rigidly adhere to our legal powers, whatever
they may be."

The Bill accordingly passed through the House of
Lords on the 30th of July without a division.